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COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF 

MEMBER OF THE HONORABLE 
JOHN T. DOOLITTLE, MEMBER 
OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Ron Rogers, Chief of 
Staff, Office of the Honorable JOHN T. 
DOOLITTLE, Member of Congress: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, August 13, 2007. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally 
notify you pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena for 
testimony issued by the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Columbia. 

After consulting with the Office of General 
Counsel, I will make the determinations re-
quired by Rule VIII. 

Sincerely, 
RON ROGERS, 

Chief of Staff. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF 
MEMBER OF THE HONORABLE 
PHIL ENGLISH, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Regina Smith, District 
Director, Office of the Honorable PHIL 
ENGLISH, Member of Congress: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, August 13, 2007. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally 
notify you pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House that I have been served with a 
trial subpoena for testimony issued by the 
United States District Court for the South-
ern District of Florida. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the privileges and rights of the House. 

Sincerely, 
REGINA SMITH, 
District Director for 

Congressman Phil English (PA–03). 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

MINORITY SERVING INSTITUTION 
DIGITAL AND WIRELESS TECH-
NOLOGY OPPORTUNITY ACT OF 
2007 

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 694) to establish a digital and 
wireless network technology program, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 694 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Minority 
Serving Institution Digital and Wireless 
Technology Opportunity Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM. 

Section 5 of the Stevenson-Wydler Tech-
nology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3704) 
is amended by inserting the following after 
subsection (b): 

‘‘(c) MINORITY SERVING INSTITUTION DIG-
ITAL AND WIRELESS TECHNOLOGY OPPOR-
TUNITY PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a Minority Serving Institution Dig-
ital and Wireless Technology Opportunity 
Program to assist eligible institutions in ac-
quiring, and augmenting their use of, digital 
and wireless networking technologies to im-
prove the quality and delivery of educational 
services at eligible institutions. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—An eligible 
institution may use a grant, cooperative 
agreement, or contract awarded under this 
subsection— 

‘‘(A) to acquire equipment, instrumenta-
tion, networking capability, hardware and 
software, digital network technology, wire-
less technology, and infrastructure to fur-
ther the objective of the Program described 
in paragraph (1); 

‘‘(B) to develop and provide training, edu-
cation, and professional development pro-
grams, including faculty development, to in-
crease the use of, and usefulness of, digital 
and wireless networking technology; 

‘‘(C) to provide teacher education, includ-
ing the provision of preservice teacher train-
ing and in-service professional development 
at eligible institutions, library and media 
specialist training, and preschool and teach-
er aid certification to individuals who seek 
to acquire or enhance technology skills in 
order to use digital and wireless networking 
technology in the classroom or instructional 
process, including instruction in science, 
mathematics, engineering, and technology 
subjects; 

‘‘(D) to obtain capacity-building technical 
assistance, including through remote tech-
nical support, technical assistance work-
shops, and distance learning services; and 

‘‘(E) to foster the use of digital and wire-
less networking technology to improve re-
search and education, including scientific, 
mathematics, engineering, and technology 
instruction. 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION AND REVIEW PROCE-
DURES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive 
a grant, cooperative agreement, or contract 
under this subsection, an eligible institution 
shall submit an application to the Secretary 
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary 
may require. Such application, at a min-
imum, shall include a description of how the 
funds will be used, including a description of 
any digital and wireless networking tech-
nology to be acquired, and a description of 
how the institution will ensure that digital 
and wireless networking will be made acces-
sible to, and employed by, students, faculty, 
and administrators. The Secretary, con-
sistent with subparagraph (C) and in con-
sultation with the advisory council estab-
lished under subparagraph (B), shall estab-
lish procedures to review such applications. 
The Secretary shall publish the application 
requirements and review criteria in the Fed-
eral Register, along with a statement de-
scribing the availability of funds. 

‘‘(B) ADVISORY COUNCIL.—The Secretary 
shall establish an advisory council to advise 
the Secretary on the best approaches to en-
courage maximum participation by eligible 
institutions in the program established 
under paragraph (1), and on the procedures 
to review proposals submitted to the pro-
gram. In selecting the members of the advi-
sory council, the Secretary shall consult 
with representatives of appropriate organiza-
tions, including representatives of eligible 
institutions, to ensure that the membership 
of the advisory council includes representa-
tives of minority businesses and eligible in-
stitution communities. The Secretary shall 
also consult with experts in digital and wire-
less networking technology to ensure that 
such expertise is represented on the advisory 
council. 

‘‘(C) REVIEW PANELS.—Each application 
submitted under this subsection by an eligi-
ble institution shall be reviewed by a panel 
of individuals selected by the Secretary to 
judge the quality and merit of the proposal, 
including the extent to which the eligible in-
stitution can effectively and successfully 
utilize the proposed grant, cooperative 
agreement, or contract to carry out the pro-
gram described in paragraph (1). The Sec-
retary shall ensure that the review panels in-
clude representatives of minority serving in-
stitutions and others who are knowledgeable 
about eligible institutions and technology 
issues. The Secretary shall ensure that no 
individual assigned under this subsection to 
review any application has a conflict of in-
terest with regard to that application. The 
Secretary shall take into consideration the 
recommendations of the review panel in de-
termining whether to award a grant, cooper-
ative agreement, or contract to an eligible 
institution. 

‘‘(D) INFORMATION DISSEMINATION.—The 
Secretary shall convene an annual meeting 
of eligible institutions receiving grants, co-
operative agreements, or contracts under 
this subsection to foster collaboration and 
capacity-building activities among eligible 
institutions. 

‘‘(E) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary may not award a grant, cooperative 
agreement, or contract to an eligible institu-
tion under this subsection unless such insti-
tution agrees that, with respect to the costs 
incurred by the institution in carrying out 
the program for which the grant, cooperative 
agreement, or contract was awarded, such 
institution shall make available, directly, or 
through donations from public or private en-
tities, non-Federal contributions in an 
amount equal to one-quarter of the grant, 
cooperative agreement, or contract awarded 
by the Secretary, or $500,000, whichever is 
the lesser amount. The Secretary shall waive 
the matching requirement for any institu-
tion or consortium with no endowment, or 
an endowment that has a current dollar 
value lower than $50,000,000. 

‘‘(F) AWARDS.— 
‘‘(i) LIMITATION.—An eligible institution 

that receives a grant, cooperative agree-
ment, or contract under this subsection that 
exceeds $2,500,000 shall not be eligible to re-
ceive another grant, cooperative agreement, 
or contract. 

‘‘(ii) CONSORTIA.—Grants, cooperative 
agreements, and contracts may only be 
awarded to eligible institutions. Eligible in-
stitutions may seek funding under this sub-
section for consortia which may include 
other eligible institutions, a State or a State 
education agency, local education agencies, 
institutions of higher education, commu-
nity-based organizations, national nonprofit 
organizations, or businesses, including mi-
nority businesses. 

‘‘(iii) PLANNING GRANTS.—The Secretary 
may provide funds to develop strategic plans 
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